
3rd Week of Advent: Joy Liturgy 

Invocation

All: To the lost, the lonely, the isolated, the 
marginalized.

All: The survivors, the forsaken, those caught 
in the webs and generations of violence.

Prayer of Transformation and Grace

All: All who hurt, all who grieve, all who have forgotten 
their beloved-ness. 

All: With these candles, we call into our awareness the 
presence of the Spirit. (Light candles.)

All: As we honor the hard-earned joy of today. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication

Litany of the Advent Candle

THE GREATEST OF THESE...  

LOVE...



Children’s Moment

In 1853, Antoinette Brown was the first woman ordained into the Christian ministry since biblical times. A passionate 
advocate for women’s leadership in church and society, Antoinette did not aspire to be the first and only ordained 
woman—she wanted to be the first of many. Today there are thousands of women in ordained ministry in the United 
Church of Christ. 

She was an inspiring public speaker who continued to stand up against injustice in spite of others who tried to bring 
her down. Reflecting on this, she wrote, “[B]ut above me and within me, there was a spirit stronger than them all.” 
Antoinette lived to see the passage of the 19th Amendment, granting women the right to vote, in 1920. 

When you think about joy, do you ever think about feeling inspired into action? Or perhaps joining with others who care 
about the same issues or causes that you do? Sometimes joy can be experienced when we are doing something hard 
or challenging but know in our hearts that it is the right thing for us to do in that moment. Like Antoinette Brown, how 
might you share your joy for justice this Advent season? Or maybe, how might the Spirit be speaking to you through 
the causes you care deeply about? 

THE GREATEST OF THESE...  

LOVE...


